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remain absent from the present terrible struggle which will
forge the destinies of the world." Her aspirations,, he says, are
well known. The Fascist crowd breaks into frenzied cheering
and cries of "Corsica! Nice! Savoy!"
In the United States, Charles A. Lindbergh broadcasts a
speech in which he declares that the United States "must stop
this hysterical chatter of calamity and invasion that has been
running rife the last few days." He declares that the United
States cannot be invaded successfully by air. He denies that
the country is in any danger unless it meddles in matters which
do not concern it. He refrains from comment indicating any
preference between the contending European belligerents, and
does not reveal that he feels the outcome will necessarily affect
American interests.
MAY 20
A Council of Ministers is held in Paris. Marshal P&ain
gives a pessimistic report. He refers to indications that strate-
gic cohesion among the various French armies has begun to
disappear.
The German High Command announces that its forces
have captured Laon, 75 miles northeast of Paris. But the
main German drive is seen definitely to be towards the Chan-
nel rather than towards Paris, with the next immediate ob-
jective P6ronne. Indeed (though no hint of this appears in
today's press) there is reason to believe that on this date
German tanks and motorcycle units have already passed
around P&onne and are heading down the valley of the Somme